Dancing Between the Lines ~
Midwest Leadership Conference
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by Linda Henry, CDSS Outreach Manager

I’ve just returned from an inspiring
conference that was held in Cincinnati, Ohio on
August 10-12. Participants traveled from nine states
to attend this two-track event for training contra
dance callers and dance organizers.
The conference began with socializing and
a dance on Friday evening, then continued with
workshop sessions all day on Saturday. Wisconsinbased caller and masterful teacher Carol Ormand
led a very informative and supportive workshop for
thirteen eager callers. Simultaneously, sessions for
the organizers were facilitated by community leaders
attending the conference who offered their expertise
in many areas.
The program was designed to address topics
the participants had requested on their registration
forms, including marketing, encouraging new
dancers, honing dance skills, mentoring callers,
and growing musicians. One session leader offered
valuable mediation tools for dealing with challenges
that arise on the dance floor. Another shared stories,
photos and advice about organizing flashmob dance
events. He wrapped up this session by leading us in
our very own flash dance experience right down the
street from the conference!

The
final
session
on
recruiting,
retaining
and
reviving volunteers was led
by a panel of board members
from
Cincinnati
Contra
Dancers, a local CDSS group
affiliate. Since its inception
thirty years ago, this group
has been discovering ways
to successfully build a very
broad base of support. Their
encouraging
stories
and
helpful suggestions gave us
renewed energy for boosting
the volunteer base in our
communities.
After a jam-packed day,
we relaxed over dinner and
kicked up our heels at the local contra dance with
participants from the callers workshop as featured
callers. On Sunday a brunch for socializing,
evaluating and discussing next steps wrapped up
the weekend, sending everyone home filled with new
resources, connections and fun memories!
This event was partially supported by CDSS
and Cincinnati Contra Dancers. Primary organizers
were Ryan Smith and Frank Buschelmann with
help from many members of the Cincinnati dance
community. Many thanks to Ryan, Frank and all the
volunteers for your hard work to create this valuable
weekend.
NOTE: CDSS and several groups in the
Southwest supported Cora McCold from Durango,
Colorado to attend the conference. After participating
in this event, Cora is returning to the Southwest
with enthusiasm and first-hand experience to
help spearhead a future conference for her region.
For more information about how these plans are
unfolding, feel free to contact me at linda@cdss.org.

CDSS has supported regional leadership conferences on the Westcoast (Portland, Oregon, 2006), in the
Southeast (Blacksburg, Virginia, 2009, and near Greensboro, North Carolina, 2010), and the Northeast (White
River Junction, Vermont, 2011), and we have one coming up in the Southwest (date TBA). Do you want to help with
that conference or make one happen in your area? Contact Linda Henry at linda@cdss.org.
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