Letters and Announcements
SUBMITTING ADS AND ARTICLES
Articles, letters, poems and photographs about contra
and traditional square dance, English country dance,
morris and sword dance, dance tunes, folksongs, and
the dance and music community are welcome. Newlycomposed dances and tunes also are welcome, as
are new looks at historical dances and tunes. Please
contact the editor for guidelines or send submissions
to news@cdss.org (maximum size for most articles:
1,500 words, 750 words for essays and event reviews).
We may edit for length and clarity.
Go to http://www.cdss.org/upcoming-events.html to
see UPCOMING EVENTS. To include an event, send
date, name of event, town/state, sponsoring group,
website or phone/email to events@cdss.org.
PERSONAL ADS (75 words maximum) are free for
CDSS members and $5 for nonmembers.
AD SIZES & RATES
full page, 7-1/8″ wide x 9-1/4″ high, $440
half page horizontal, 7-1/8″ wide x 4-3/8″ high, $250
half page vertical, 3-3/8″ wide x 9-1/4″ high, $250
quarter page, 3-3/8″ wide x 4-3/8″ high, $175
CDSS members may take a 50% discount from these
rates. Anyone placing the same size ad in three
consecutive issues may take a 10% discount. Please
include a note saying which issue(s) your ad is for.
SENDING ADS
Ads must be black and white or grayscale. Please
send electronically to news@cdss.org (PDF, JPG or
TIF, with 300-600 dpi, fonts and images embedded),
with check or Visa/Mastercard info sent same day.
DEADLINES
Spring—February 1st (issue mailed early March)
Summer—May 1st (issue mailed early June)
Fall—August 1st (issue mailed early September)
Winter—November 1st (issue mailed early December)

Follow us on:

blog
www.facebook.com/cdss.org
@CDSSorg
http://blog.cdss.org
SUPPORT
CDSS is a 501(c)3 organization; dues and
donations are tax deductible. For the many
ways you can support us and the community at
large, visit http://www.cdss.org/ways-to-give.
html. Your help is much appreciated.
PLANNED GIVING
Does your will include the Country Dance and
Song Society? If not, please consider ensuring
that the programs, publications and services
that matter to you continue in the future with
a bequest. It’s practical and tax deductible. For
information about bequests, wills, etc., go to
http://www.cdss.org/planned-giving.html.
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Feedback—Teaching College Students
Once upon a time I was a teaching assistant for an Introduction
to World Musics course. The professor in charge of the course felt it
was a waste of his time, and disparagingly called it “Ethnomusicology
for football players.” As Miranda Arana mentioned in her article,
“Just dance and love what you’re doing—Contra Dancing at UO,”
(CDSS News, Summer 2013), the students thought it was an easy
way to earn required credits. Both the professor and the students
were bored and unhappy and it was, sadly, a lost opportunity for
all concerned. Years later, in the midst of my qualifying exams,
I was asked to design exactly such a course. I answered that one
simply cannot understand a musical culture without some sort of
participation and the students would learn through singing, dancing
and rhythmic interactions, attendance at performances, and guest
lectures by musicians and dancers, etc. In the end I chose an alternate
career path and never had a chance to try this out.
Which is why I was so thrilled to see that someone, at last,
has put a plan like this into action. It is a win/win situation. Not
only do the students gain a practical understanding of how music
and dance relate to each other and the culture that underlies them,
but the community also stands to gain in the longterm as the word
spreads across campus about how much fun it is. College is the
perfect age to discover a new hobby. How appropriate it is that in
the process, they learn something about their own heritage. (I have
been known to go on a long tirade about the absurdity of teaching
underprivileged London children to play the gamelan while utterly
ignoring both their immigrant culture and that of the indigenous
population.) This article ought to be required reading for graduate
students in ethnomusicology, anthropology and folklore, among
other disciplines. Miranda Arana, I salute you.
Elaine Bradtke, Seattle, WA
From Miranda herself…
I just got back from playing with my band, Ladies at Play,
at Catapult in Atlanta. It was amazing! I spoke with several people
while there about their experiences with getting college students
involved, and heard some interesting stories, including one that
involved a biology professor giving extra credit to students who
attend the dances at Wesleyan University in Connecticut. I am
hoping my article can be used as a stimulus for getting a discussion
going and that others will contribute their own experiences about
getting college students involved. Maybe we can set up an online
forum for this—we need to be able to share our experiences.
Thanks so much for all that CDSS does to promote this
wonderful thing called contra dance!
Miranda Arana, Norman, OK
Editor’s note: Send your teaching stories to news@cdss.org and to
marana@ou.edu.
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Feedback—Band Names
Love the article, “What’s in a Name,” by Jody
Kruskal in the newest CDSS News! Contra Dan’s
(originally Contra Dan’s Pickup Band) is the name of
Houston’s open-to-all contra band. We used to have
a band called Contraflow, formed soon after contra
flow traffic lanes were first opened on some of the
Houston freeways.
The band I’m in has had three names,
attesting to the difficulty some of us have when
choosing names. When we were brand new we called
ourselves the Gnu Band, all the while trying to think
of something better. I pick the tunes for the dances,
and I used to frequently change my mind at the
last minute after watching the walkthrough. Since
my tune choices were always “Subject to Change”
someone suggested that as the band name. It lasted
for exactly one dance. Imagine that name on a flyer
or a website! We finally settled on Perfect 5th. It fits
because there are five of us and “perfect fifth” is a
musical term. We’re certainly not perfect, but the
more accurate Pretty Good Five Person Band is way
too long.
Keith Holmes, Houston, TX
This is in response to Jody Kruskal’s article
which requested other examples of interesting
band names. The one that comes to mind is Illegal
Contraband which I knew as the husband and wife
team of Liza DiSavino and A.J. Bodnar. It appears on
Facebook with two other members, Peter Blue and
Zac Myatt.
Stu Shapiro, Elmhurst, NY
Hi folks. My favorite band name ever came
from an all-woman St. Louis string band in the
1970s; they were known as Ladyfingers.
Paul Stamler, St. Louis, MO
Editor’s note: I asked Jody how his gig,
mentioned in the article, had gone. “My focus group of
family and friends rejected a bunch of great potential
new band names that I had thought up,” he said.
“Fuzzy Logic, Ticklish Fancies, Primitive Intellects,
and Happy Apathy were all strenuously nixed. The
presenters got sick of waiting for us to make up our
minds and decided to reuse the name Squeezology,
even though only half of the proper Squeezology lineup
were playing the dance. Paul Friedman on fiddle and
myself on Anglo concertina were joined by local Marc
Glickman on piano. We sounded just fine and in the
end our band name made no difference at all to the
enjoyment of the dancers.”
What’s your favorite band name? My current
fave is Free Raisins. Write to news@cdss.org.
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2013 LC Award Update

The
presentation
of this year’s Lifetime
Contribution Award, to
Glen and Judi Morningstar,
will be on Saturday,
November 16, in Lansing,
Michigan; details will be
on our webpage later. In
the meanwhile, read about
this multi-talented couple,
beginning on page 8.

Award Recommendations Sought for 2014
Do you know someone who has made a
longterm and exceptional contribution to the mission
of CDSS? Has this contribution benefited more than
one geographical area or generation? Has he or she
worked in conjunction with CDSS for more than
twenty years? If the answer is “yes” to all of these,
then you may know a future recipient of the CDSS
Lifetime Contribution Award.
Examples of a significant contribution
include: increasing the quality of what we do
by inspiration, instruction or excellent example;
bringing what we do to new communities; expanding
the repertoire of dance, music and/or song through
scholarship or original composition; working
behind the scenes or enabling others to make these
contributions.
Nominations for 2014 must be received
by November 25, 2013. Send your recommendations
to awards@cdss.org or to Awards Committee chair
Mary Devlin, mary@mdevlin.com. If you prefer
snailmail, send information to Mary at 2230 SW
Sunset Drive, Portland, OR 97239.
Your recommendation must include the
name, address, phone number and email address of
the person you are recommending as well as your own
name and full contact information. Recommendations
must be for living persons. Be sure to include one page
highlighting why the person you are recommending
deserves the award.
The Awards Committee will review
recommendations in early December and submit a
short list of nominees to the CDSS Governing Board
for its decision. A list of current and past recipients
is on our website, http://www.cdss.org/lifetimecontribution-awards.html.
Editor’s note: Please note change of deadline—
it is now earlier.
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Help CDSS Fly!
Collaborating and fundraising for our
Centennial festivities in 2015 will have us traveling
to communities across the US and Canada—by air,
in cars and on trains! Do you have airline miles you
could donate to help us with travel? For 2014, we’re
looking for six individuals to donate miles. Contact
Robin Hayden for details, robin@cdss.org.

2014 Camp Dates
It’s fall, summer camp is over for now (it was
terrific!), and we’re planning for 2014. Here are the
dates for our programs for next summer; program
directors and special courses will be announced
in the Winter issue and on our website by the end
of this year, http://www.cdss.org/programs.html.
Registration begins January 1.
CDSS AT PINEWOODS, Plymouth, MA
Early Music Week, June 26-July 3
Family Week, July 19-26
Harmony of Song & Dance, July 26-August 2
English Dance Week, August 2-9
American Dance & Music Week, August 9-16
Campers’ Week, August 16-23
English & American Dance Week, August 23-30
CDSS AT OGONTZ, Lyman, NH
Family Week, August 2-9 (dates to be confirmed)
CDSS AT TIMBER RIDGE, High View, WV
Adult & Family Week, August 10-August 17

Correction
The formation note for Gary Roodman’s
dance, Fostering Traditions, published in the
Summer 2013 issue, was inadvertantly edited out.
It is a duple minor longways improper dance. The
correct version is online: http://www.cdss.org/cdssnews.html.

Obituaries
The following friends and members have
recently died; obituaries will be posted with the
online version of this newsletter in early September:
Philip Zimmerman, Ayer, MA, May 14; Bernard
Chalk, England, June 14; and Wayne Batcheler, New
York City, August 1.
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“CDSS Camp on the Road”—The 2015 Tour
Yay! CDSS is going to be a hundred years old
in sixteen months. Okay, technically, nineteen and
a half months; the actual day is in late March 2015,
but still, one hundred—1.0.0.!
One of the events will be a tour, what Tour
Manager Nils Fredland calls “CDSS camp-on-theroad,” and it may be coming to a community near
you. “Our weeklong residential camps,” Nils said in
a recent email to groups, “provide opportunities to
learn in focused classes and workshops, while offering
dancing, playing, singing and socializing during large
gatherings. CDSS has been running camp programs
for over eighty of our almost a hundred years, and we
do them well. So well, in fact, that we’re ready to take
them on the road.
“We are planning to visit four to six
communities as Tour Stops. We will be selecting
expert teachers, who also are excellent performers,
for stays of up to ten days in these communities. In
doing so, we’ll bring the experience from our camps
right to your door.
“The mission of our camps is to educate, serve
and celebrate. The mission of the Tour is the same:
highly-skilled teachers will come to your community,
lead workshops and master classes with local
participants, performers, leaders and organizers.
CDSS will partner with you to ensure that we meet
your needs and will provide financial backing for
large public dance, song and music events.
“Our ultimate goal is to boost enthusiasm
for traditional dance, music and song in your
community, to increase the skills and confidence of
your local performers, and offer you concrete ways to
bring sustained energy to your local events. We want
to leave you feeling inspired and supported, and will
follow up with you to make sure the lasting effects of
the Centennial Tour are positive and sustainable.”
If your community is interested in being a Tour
Stop, read the info at http://www.cdss.org/centennialtour.html or contact Nils Fredland at tour@cdss.org.
The application deadline is September 30, 2013.
To read more about the Tour, go to http://www.cdss.
org/centennial-tour.html. To read about our Centennial
Goals, go to http://www.cdss.org/centennial-goals.html.)

Thanks, MCC!
A big thank you to the Massachusetts Cultural
Council who just confirmed a grant to CDSS for fiscal
year 2014..
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